


stateless ttitatatatt tt. tt t.$'¢ ¢:¢-t:0't:4-8-8-0') 88-71 


AOAALSAALALAALSALAS|ALSA|LASALASAAAAAAARAAAAAASLSA 


IRR IK RIK IK IK IK KIKI DIK HK IK IK HK IKK HK DK IK HHI HC HOCK IK DOCK 
THE 


INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 

















NuMBER L. 


Chursdayp, Movember 8, 1753. 


rev 











The Advantages of Education, with the Neceffity of inftituting Grammar Schools 
for the Inftruétion of Youth, preparatory to their Admiffion into our intended 
CoLiece. 


My Spirit pours a Vigour thro’ the Soul, 

Th’ unfetter’'d Thought with Energy infpires; 

Invincthle in Arts, in the bright Field 

Of laurel’d Science, as in that of Arms, 
THom. Lib. 


to the Encouragement of the Means of Education, is impoffible. The happy 

Streams iffuing from that inexhauftible Source, are numberlefs and unceafing. 

Knowledge among a People makes them free, enterprizing and dauntlefs ; but 
Ignorance enflaves, emafculates and deprefles them. When Men know their Rights, 
they wilkat all Hazards defend them, as well againft the infidious Defigns of domeftic 
Politicians, as the undifguifed Attacks of a foreign Enemy : But while the Mind remains 
involvedin its native Obfcurity, it becomes pliable, abject, daftardly, and tame: It {wallows 
the grofieft Abfurdities, fubmits to the vileft Impofitions, and follows wherever it is led. 
In fhort, irrefragable Arguments in favour of Knowledge, may be drawn from the 
Confideration of its Nature. But it is fufficient barely to obferve its Effects. He mutt 
be a Stranger to Hiftory and the World, who has not obferved, that the Profpesity, 
Happinefs, Grandeur, and even the Strength of a People, have always been the 
Confequences of the Improvement and Cultivation of their Minds. And indeed, where 
this has been in any confiderable Degree megleéted, triumphant Ignorance hath open’d 
its Sluices, and the Country been overflowed with Tyranny, Barbarifm, ecclefiaftical 
Domination, Superftition, Enthufiafm, corrupt Manners, and an irrefiftible confederate 
Hoft of Evils, to its utter Ruin and Deftruction. While Egypt was the School of the 
Ancients, her martial, was not inferior to her literary, Glory. The fuccefsful Defence 
of the Greeks, againft the powerful Invafions of Perfia, is to be imputed, rather to their 
Art than to any other Caufe. And when Rome had compleated the Conqueft of the 
World, fhe triumphed over it as much in Science as in Power and military Valour. 


T O enumerate all the Advantages accruing to a Country, from a due Attention 


Bur as neceflary and advantageous as the Education of Youth is to a Country, it has 
often been remarked, that of all the Provinces on the Continent, not one has been fo 
culpably inattentive to this important Article as ours. I wifh it was in my Power, 
to difprove the Truth of the Obfervation. We are not only furpafled by feveral of 
our Neighbours, who have long fince erected Colleges for publick Inftruétion, but by all 
others, even in common Schools ; of which I have heard it lamented, that we have 
fcarce ever had a good One in the Province. It is true, we had a Law which declared 
in its Preamble, that the Youth of this Province, were not inferior in their Geniufles 
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to thofe of any other Country: But againft this it is to be obferved, that the Law js 
long fince expired, and probably our natural Ingenuity abated, and even tho’ this was 
not our Cafe, I can by no Means 2gree, that the natural Fertility of our Geniuffes, is a 
fuficient Reafon for the total Neglect of. their Cultivation. 


Ir is with Joy I obferve the prefent Difpofition of our Legiflature, to remove the 
Scandal of our former Indolence, about the Means of Education, in the Meafures we are 
purfuing for the Eftablifhment of a College. That important Defign muft flourith under 
the Care of the Public. Our Province is growing and opulent, and we are able to 
endow an Univerfity in the moft fplendid Manner, without any Burden upon the People, 
Scarce any Thing at prefent but the Nature of its Confticution demands the Study of the 
feveral Branches of the Legiflature. And that alone is a Subje@ worthy their utmof 
Vigilance and Attention. A College in anew Country, and efpecially in 2 Province of 
fuch fcanty Limits as ours, will neceffarily make a vat Alteration in our Affairs and 
Condition, civil and religious. It will, more or lefs, influence every Individual amongft, 
us, and diffufe its Spirit thro’ all Ranks, Parties and Denominations. If it be eftablithed 
upon a generous and catholic Foundation, agreeable to the true Nature and End of-a 
Seminary for the Inftruction of Youth in ufeful Knowledge, we and our Pofterity will 
have Reafon to blefs its Founders, and long wil! it continue the Fountain of Felicity to 
the Province. But fhould it unhappily be made the Engine of a Party in Church or 
State---fhould it be conftituted with any Badge of religious Difcrimination or Preference, 
we have no Reafon either to believe or with its Profperity. Such an impure Source mutt 
neceflarily poifon us with its infeéted Streams, endanger cur precious Liberties, difcourage 
our Growth, and be obftructive to the public Emolument. But this Matter | have fully 
confidered in fome of my former Papers on the College. The laudable Generofity which 
our Affembly have already exhibited in their Sentiments relating to its Conftitution, have 
procured them the moft general Applaufe, and infpired the People with a Confidence 
that they will faithfully guard their Privileges facred and political. 


Wuoever has been at 2 College, is not ignorant, that the Youth at their 
Initiation, muft be confiderably inftruéted in the Latin and Greek Tongues ; their firft 
Exercifes there, confifting in reading the principal Authors that have written in tho’ 
Languages. Hence it is plain, that good Grammar Schools are abfolutely neceflary 
in a Courfe of Education, to the Growth and Profperity of our College, where, inftead 
of ftudying the Rudiments of thofe Languages, after only one Year's Exercife in them, 
the Youth enter upon fublimer Employments in Logic, Philofophy, Ethics, Xc. in which 
it is impoffible for School Boys, thro’ the Immaturity of their Judgments, to make any 
valuable Proficiency. At the fame Time, therefore, that we inftitute a College, we 
fhould by no Means neglect the Encouragement of Schools, without which it 
will be thin and unprofperous. To what Purpofe fhall we rear a vaft and coftly Edifice, 
and raife an expenfive Fund for the Support of Inftructors, but for the Benefit of the 
Students? And to fupply the latter without good Schools throughout the Province, will 
be impoffible, unlefs the College itfelf be made one, which will be a Scheme both 


unexampled and abfurd. 


Wir Submiffion therefore, to my Superiors, I would propofe, that an A& 
be paffed for building and eftablifhing two Grammar Schools in every County, and 
enabling the Inhabitants, annually to elect Guardians over them, and impowering 
the Affeffors to raife Fifty Pounds per Annum, as a County Charge, for the Support 
of each Mafter, to be nominated and paid by thofe Guardians. 


Tuts Step’is, in my Opinion, not only feafible, but free from al! the Objections . 


which lie againft a Grammar School Education in the College, and will, befides, be 
attended with very good Confequences, 


First : Two Schools in a County will probably, for many Years, be more than 
fufficient for the Inftruction of the Children to be {ent from it to the College, and both 
ef them may be raifed at a very inconfiderable Sum, In the Colonies to the Eaftward, 
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they are built upon the Commons, contain but one Room, are tight and warm, and 
not more coftly nor larger than a common Log Cottage. The Mafter fuits himfelf 
with a Lodging in the Village, and fo do his Pupils generally at a very cheap rate. The 
Matters among them are fuch as have been graduated at their Colleges, and for want of 
Eftates, ftoop to this Employment, till they have more fully profecuted their Studies ; and 
having but juft finith’d their collegiate Education, are perhaps better fitted for that Bufinefs, 
than Perfons of riper Years, who haye worn off their academical Learning, and are 
determined upon fome particular Office or Occupation. I make no doubt therefore, 
but that it will be eafy to fupply our Schools with Preceptors, at Fifty Pounds per 
Annum each, fince there are many fuch in thofe Colonies who are glad to take up with 
a more inconfiderable Sum. But as it feems agreed to fix the College in this City, the 
Salaries of the fame Officers, if Grammar Schools be fupported in the College, muft 
be vaftly augmented, becaufe their additional Expences in Diet and Drefs, mutt be very 
much enhanced ; and perhaps it will be no eafy Matter to provide a Fund for the 
College, fudicient to fuftain the continual Charge of fo many Mafters. 


Seconpty : Supporting the Youth at thofe Schools in the Country, will be but 
a Trifle compared with the prodigious Expence of maintaining them in the City, which 
probably will prevent many from beftowing upon their Children a publick Education. 


Triepty : It is worth Confideration, that as Boys at a very carly Age may be fit 
for the Grammar School, the Tendernefs or Weaknefs of Parents, may raife Objections 
againit fending them to New-York, at the proper Time, for their Study of the Tongues ; 
und in Confequence thereof, to their utter Ruin, prevent their ever paffing thro’ the College 
who might otherwife be conftantly kept, during their Infancy, at a Country School, 
under the Care of their Parests, till they were in Age, and Capacity, prepared for 
entering the College. And, indeed, I cannot help thinking, but that this Objection 
alone would prove fatal to the Scheme of fupporting Grammar Schools in the College ; 
for where one Man would agree to put a Lad of Ten or Twelve Years of Age to 
School, Fifty or a Hundred Miles from him, many, rather than fubmit to it, would refute 
giving their Children any Education at all, efpecially if it be alfo confidered how 
fufceptidle tender Minds are of all Impreffions, whether Good or Evil, and how necetlary 
it is in forming their Morals, that they fhould be kept under the Eye of their Parents, 


Fourtuty : It is not to be fuppofed that, let a Boy’s Genius be never fo promifing, 
he can be well-fitted for his Entrance into the College; in lefs than four Years: Nor 
will he thence carry off much Knowledge, unlefs he continues his Studies there, 
at leaft four Years more. So that, if he is fent to the College for his Attainment 
ot the Tongues, his Abfence from Home, and Refidence in the City, will take up eight 
Years, where the Expence of his Tuition, extraordinary Drefs and Diet, will perhaps 
exceed his Father’s Purfe, and for that unfarmountable Objection, prevent his ever 
having the Means of an Education ; when, if one Half of that Time was {pent at no 
Chatge for Tuition, and a: very trifling Expence for his Board and Drefs in the Country, 
his ‘Talents might be cultivated to the Advantage of himfelf and the Public. 


Firruty: At thefe County-Schools it will be in the Power of thofe Parents to have 
their Children taught Latin andGreek, who are neither able nor inclined to give them an 
academical Education, from which they will be deterred by the Expence of maintaining 
them four Years in New-Yoré. Nor, tho’ they fhould not intend them fo ample an 
Education as they would receive in the College, would it in many Cafes be improper to 
Jet them pais thro’ the Grammar Schools. I have known many Men, without any 
other Affiftances in Education than what they received at fuch Schools, make a very 
agreeable and ufeful Appearance in Life: And it is, perhaps, principally to be afcribed to 
the Number and Cheapnefs of thofe little Country Seminaries, that the Scotch, in the 
Arti¢le of Literature, fupport the Reputation of exceeding in general, any other Nation : 
inthe World. Befides the Advantage of acquiring a Knowledge of thofe Languages 
fuffcrent to read and examine the Writings of the Ancients, the fhorteft “ourfe that can 
be recommended for the Attainment of any confiderable Accuracy in the Knowledge 
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even of our-own Language, is by a tolerable Acquaintance with the Latin and Greek 
Tongues. Whoever underftands thofe Languages, and Engliih, will find the latter vattly 
augmented and inriched by Derivatives from the former. The technical Terms, of 
Words of Art, are deduced almott intirely from thofe Fountains, as weil as many others 
of Ufe, even in common Converiation. It would be an endlefs Piece of Work to be 
indebted to our Diétionarics (which by the Way are feitiom to be depended upon, often 
unfatisfaQtory, and defective) for the Mcaning of Words ; which muft always be the 
Cafe, when we are ignorant of the Languages from. whence they are derived. Befides, ° 
Boys in the Study of the Languages, are imployed in a Manner beft fuited to their 
Capacities. Plain Rules of Morality, and Hifiory are generally the Subjects of the 
Books put into their Hands, Whatever they are defigned for, there can be no Danger 
of dn Excefs in their Studies of thefe’ Things, and their Progrefs in them principally 
depends upon the Memory, a Facuity of the Mind which is generally exerciled the firk 
of any others in Youth. Ina Courte of Grammar School Learning, they are enuied to 
Books and Attention, in a Manner the molt eafy and natural. Their Capacities 
gradually opened---their Curiofities raifed---thcir Powers ftrengthened---their Views 
extended, and their Minds familiarized to Inquiry: All which muft be necefiary and 
advantageous to them in any Employment in Life, even tho’ they do not enter upon 
collegiate Exercifes in a more deep and abftrufe Courfe of Studies. It is Dr. Swirr 
who fays, ** The Boots read at School are full of Incitements to Virtue, and Difccuragements 
from Vice, drawn from the wife/t Reafons, the ftrongeft Motives, and the moft influencing 
Examples. The very Maxims fet up to dire? modern Education, are enough to defircy all the 
Seeds of Knowledge, Honour, Wifdom and Virtue among us, The current Opinion prevails, 
that the Study of Greek and Latin is Lofs of Time.” 


S1xTHLY : It may be obferved, that few, if any, of the Pupils in the Grammar 
School to be creéted in the College, will be of an Age to admit of their living within 
its Walls. Their tender Years will render it neceflary for them to board at 
private Houfes in the City, for the Advantage of Nurfes to exercife over them 
a Mother’s Care, which will prevent the Mafters from that narrow Infpection into their 
Conduct from which they cannot fo well be exempted at a School in the Country, and 
at the fame Time weaken the Support of a fuitable Government in the College, where, 


_ unlefs the ftricteft Regimen is obferved, the wildeft Confufion and Diforder will take 


Place, to the abfolute Ruin of the Students. 


I onty add, that no Inftance can be affigned that Grammar-School-Learning was 
ever a Part of the Inftruétion in any College or Univerfity ; and I conceive, for the 
Reafons before offered, it would be very improper for us to begin fuch an unprecedented 
Inftitution. The Encouragement of County Schools, will fupply our College with 
Students, in aManner beft fuited to our Circumftances ; and if we neglect them, I think 
one may venture to predict, that the Academy will never rife to any confiderable Fame, 
nor anfwer the general Expeétations of the Province. - 
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